DEWAN OF BA&QDA                                  135

fades away with time, until the events are reduced to their
proper level in their historical perspective. In the process,
history is ruthless, but in the long run, history is also just.
A martyr unrecognised by contemporary society and sub-
jected to the indignities of martyrdom gains m stature in the
historical process. Ultimately, only those survive the
ravages of time who deserve to, by virtue of their achieve-
ments.

The immediate emotions aroused by Romesh Chunder's
death have been noted. They undoubtedly indicate the
depth of the impact he made on contemporary society. Most
of the reactions aroused in India were naturally favourable,
because he had rendered substantial service to the country
and had strongly advocated the country's cause. Some of
the reactions abroad, particularly in England, were equally
naturally unfavourable, for he had stood for a course of
action which was then regarded, however erroneously, as
contrary to the interests of that country.

Almost six decades have, however, passed since
Romesh Chunder died. India has attained her freedom,
and Britain is a willing partner along with other friendly
countries in her development. The relation of the ruler and
the ruled in the context of which Romesh Chunder lived
and worked is now a matter of history. But what is his
contribution to this happy consummation? What is his con-
tribution to the building up of modern India? Perhaps six
decades are not long enough for history to record its ver-
dict, but now that the objective he had lived and worked
for has been attained, though the course of events which
led up to it and also its final shape have been different from
what he had visualised, it is possible to make a more
dispassionate assessment of his contribution thereto. Such
an assessment is necessary for contemporary society as well
as for the future generations in order to appreciate fully the